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BOROUGH  HEALTH  OFFICE, 

5  MARTIN  STREET, 

STAFFORD. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  86th  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Borough  in  1963. 

It  is  worthy  to  note  that  the  number  of  births  has,  during  1963, 
topped  the  thousand  mark — in  fact,  1,023.  This  was  inevitable 
as  Stafford  is  a  growing  town  with  a  good  percentage  of  young 
people. 

The  birth  rate  of  20.8  is  the  highest  since  1920.  While 
reminiscing,,  it  .is  worth  recalling  other  statistics  of  that  time  and 
couple  with  dhe  birth  rate  the  infant  mortality  rate  (the  number  of 
babies  under  1  year  who  died,  per  1,000  live  births).  For  the  ten 
years  preceding  1920,  the  average  infant  mortality  rate  was  92, 
which  means  that  out  of  every  11  babies  born,  one  died  before  its 
first  birthday.  Over  the  last  ten  years  the  infant  mortality  rate  was 
26.4,  which  means  that  one  baby  died  for  every  38  born.  This  is 
an  achievement  accepted  as  common  place  today  and  can  only  be 
assessed  in  terms  of  numbers  and  statistics.  These  social  gains  have 
added  much  to  human  happiness  and  cannot  be  estimated  in 
mathematical  or  financial  terms. 

There  were  55  illegitimate  births,  which  is  about  1  birth 
in  19. 

The  population  grows  steadily  and  is  estimated  for  mid- 1962 
as  49,170,  an  increase  of  890  over  last  year.  The  births  exceeded 
the  deaths  and  gave  a  natural  increase  of  426. 

Heart  Disease  again  accounted  for  the  major  percentage  of 
deaths,  where  males  lived  to  an  average  age  of  63  years  and  females 
68  years.  It  is  a  sobering  thought  for  males  to  realize  that  nearly 
twice  as  many  more  die  between  the  ages  45  to  65  than  females, 
who  survive  in  greater  numbers  up  to  the  century.  This  is  the 
trend  which  is  reflected  in  statistics  year  after  year.  It  is  also 
shown  in  the  recent  Census  figures  where,  in  Stafford,  there  are 
644  widowed  males  with  2,263  widowed  females  and  40  females 
over  ninety  years  of  age  with  only  11  males. 

I  wonder  if  there  is  a  better  explanation  for  this  than  it  being 
attributed  to  a  male  occupational  hazard  of  greater  stress  and 
strain.  One  then  asks  why  a  number  of  married  women  have  a 
desire  to  compete  with  men  in  the  industrial  world  and  forsake  the 
calm  and  tranquility  of  home  life. 
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For  the  twelfth  year  in  succession  no  case  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  Borough.  In  order  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  this 
killing  disease,  a  high  immunisation  rate  is  essential.  At  present 
the  percentage  of  children  who  received  primary  immunisation  is 
around  77. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  reported  for  the  second 
year.  Since  the  inception  of  the  immunisation  campaign,  19,487 
persons  had  a  fully  protected  course  of  vaccine.  This  works  out  at 
66%  of  the  eligible  population. 

In  contrast,  1963  was  a  '"Measles”  year  with  some  827  cases. 

There  were  sporadic  cases  of  Dysentery,  amounting  in  all  to 
25,  with  an  almost  even  distribution  between  adults  and  children. 

Statistics  on  Occupational  Health  show  that  per  100  staff, 
the  Officers  were  off  sick  on  an  average  of  88  occasions  and  the 
Manual  Workers  110  occasions.  The  percentage  working  days  lost 
by  Officers  was  3.39  and  Manual  Workers  3.5.  There  was  an 
individual  variation  in  these  figures  between  the  departments. 

The  illness  responsible  for  the  greater  number  of  incidents  or 
times  off  sick  was  upper  respiratory  infection.  In  the  Officers,  the 
average  duration  of  each  incident  was  9  days  and  in  the  Manual 
Workers  13  days.  Accidents  and  injuries  were  responsible  in  the 
Manual  Workers  for  the  greatest  number  of  days  lost.  These  were 
equally  distributed  among  all  departments  and  were  mostly  of  a 
minor  nature. 

It  is  very  encouraging  to  see  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Beazor, 
the  Baths  Manager,  that  swimming  is  becoming  more  and  more 
popular  each  year.  As  this  is  a  form  of  exercise  which  can  be 
enjoyed  over  a  wide  range  of  years  there  is  little  doubt  that  the 
provision  of  a  new  Baths  in  the  near  future  will  offer  a  much  needed 
and  greatly  appreciated  facility. 

It  is  generally  accepted  amongst  parents,  doctors,  etc.,  that 
what  children  need  more  than  anything  is  love,  affection,  encourage¬ 
ment  and  security.  How  this  all  appears  to  the  child  can  be  told 
in  a  true  story  of  the  little  girl  playing  with  her  elder  brother,  and 
she  asks  him  ;  ”  Why  do  you  like  Mummy  ?  ”  The  instantaneous 
reply  was  :  ”  Because  she  feeds  me,  silly.” 

I  have  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
for  your  continued  support,  the  General  Practitioners  for  their 
co-operation.  Dr.  Campbell  who  acted  for  me  during  holiday 
periods,  and  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
for  their  very  willing  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

w.  D.  H.  McFarland, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT 


Births 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

503 

465 

968 

Illegitimate 

29 

26 

55 

1,023 

Birth  Rate 

The  birth  rate  is  20.8  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

The  illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  the  total  live  births 
is  5.37. 

Deaths  Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ...  288  309  597 

Death  Rate 

The  death  rate  is  12.14  per  estimated  1,000  population. 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

The  principal  causes  of  death,  together  with  the  percentage 
of  total  deaths,  are  given  as  follows  : — 


Heart  Disease 

259 

•  •  • 

43.34% 

Cancer 

95 

*  •  • 

15.91% 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

62 

•  •  • 

1C..38% 

Cancer  of  Lungs 

There  were  19  cases,  18  males  and  1  female.  The  average  age 
at  death  was  61  years  6  months  for  males,  and  59  years  for  females. 

Cancer 

The  average  age  of  persons  dying  from  all  forms  of  Cancer 
was,  males  64  years  2  months  and  females  62  years  7  months. 
95  persons  died  from  the  disease. 
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TABLE  No.  1 

Death  Rates  and  Average  Age  at  Death 


Year 

Average 

Population 

Average  No. 
of  Deaths 
per  year 

Death  rate 
per  1,000 

Average  Age  at  1 

Death — ^  Years  j 

Male  Female  j 

1886-87 

19,614 

275 

14.054 

30 

31 

1888-90 

19,171 

273 

12.37 

25 

37 

1891-93 

18,579 

270 

14.53 

31 

34 

1950-52 

40,306 

392 

9.73 

64 

63 

1953-55 

40,993 

512 

12.50 

63 

69 

1956-58 

42,146 

485 

11.12 

62 

65 

1959-61 

45,220 

548 

12.22 

63 

68 

1962 

48,280 

563 

11.66 

65 

68 

1963 

49,170 

597 

12.14 

64 

69 

TABLE  No.  2 


Age  and  Incidence  of  Death 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Percentage 

Under  4  weeks 

8 

8 

16 

2.71 

4  weeks — 1  year 

1 

4 

5 

.83 

1 — 4  years 

1 

2 

3 

.58 

5 — 14  years 

— 

1 

1 

.16 

15 — 24  years 

4 

1 

5 

.83 

25 — 34  years 

6 

1 

7 

1.17 

35 — 44  years 

7 

6 

13 

2.17 

45 — 54  years 

26 

13 

39 

6.53 

55 — 64  years 

56 

33 

89 

14.90 

.65 — 74  years 

67 

67 

134 

22.44 

75 — 84  years 

79 

119 

198 

33.16 

85 — 94  years 

32 

51 

83 

13.9 

95 — 99  years 

1 

3 

4 

.67 

100  +  years 

TABLE  No.  3 


Number  of  Deaths  per  month — ^Years  1959  -  1963 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

January 

57 

49 

69 

66 

61 

February 

60 

51 

62 

59 

62 

March  ... 

64 

64 

37 

62 

68 

April 

38 

40 

38 

46 

60 

May 

39 

41 

39 

48 

49 

June  . 

36 

31 

34 

41 

42 

July  . 

39 

41 

35 

28 

39 

August 

39 

41 

25 

32 

42 

September 

34 

45 

42 

37 

40 

October 

43 

38 

37 

37 

48 

November' 

48 

38 

60 

49 

46 

December 

44 

45 

54 

58 

40 
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Infant  Deaths  (under  1  year  of  age) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

8 

12 

20 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

10 

13 

23 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

22.48  of  all  infants  per  1,000  births. 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4  weeks  of  age) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

8 

9 

17 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

9 

10 

19 

The  Death  Rate  is  18.57  per  1,000  live  births. 

.30  per  1,000  population. 

Still  Births 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  7  5  12 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 

Still  Birth  Rate 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  is  11.73  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births. 

.24  per  1,000  population. 


Cause  of  Infant  Deaths 

,  UNDER  FOUR  WEEKS 

Atei^tasis  .  6  Encephalitis  .  1 

Prematurity  ...  ...  5  Tentorial  haemorrhage 

Cervical  Meningococcal  due  to  birth  ...  1 

Infection  .  1  Asphyxia  .  1 

Broncho-Pneumonia  ...  2  Acute  Meningitis  ...  1 

Spinabifida  ...  ...  1 

FOUR  WEEKS  TO  TWELVE  MONTHS 

Broncho-Pneumonia  ...  1  Toxemia  ...  ...  1 

Meningococcal  Respiratory  Failure  ...  1 

Septicaemia...  ...  1 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  Borough  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,089 

Registrar-Generars  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1963  . . .  49, 170 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1963)  according  to 

rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,584 

Rateable  Value,  31st  March,  1963  ...  ...  ...  ^^769,585 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  1962-63  ...  ...  ;£3,190 

The  total  number  of  houses  is  made  up  as  follows  ; — 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,296 

Farmhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Licensed  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Shops  with  living  accommodation  ...  ...  202 


OCCUPATIONAL  HEALTH  SCHEME 

Statistics  are  given  separately  for  Officers  and  Manual  Workers 
in  Tables  No.  4  and  5,  and  in  each  case  sub-divided  into  various 
Departments. 

Section  1  shows  the  full-time  strength  in  the  various  Depart¬ 
ments  and  does  not  include  the  cases  of  manual  workers  from  the 
Prison  or  seasonal  casual  labour.  Where  a  full-time  employee 
resigned  during  the  year  and  was  replaced  by  another,  this  is 
counted  as  one  person.  The  second  line  in  this  table  shows  the 
total  number  of  employees  off  sick  during  the  year  and  does  not 
include  recurrences  in  the  same  person.  A  percentage  comparison 
is  not  given,  as  obviously  this  would  be  misleading  in  the  very 
small  Departments. 

Section  2 — For  each  Department  the  number  of  incidents  or 
spells  of  sickness  is  shown  in  relationship  to  the  length  of  absence. 
Whenever  the  duration  exceeded  three  days  a  medical  certificate 
was  required.  Periods  less  than  three  days  can  be  termed  as 
uncertificated,  casual  and  to  some  extent,  voluntary  sick  leave. 
Comparison  can  be  made  between  various  Departments  by  relating 
the  number  of  incidents  or  spells  of  sickness  to  100  staff. 

Sections  3  and  4  give  the  age  in  ten-year  periods  and  the  number 
of  employees  off  with  uncertificated  and  certificated  illnesses. 

Section  5 — This  shows,  for  each  Department,  the  sickness  rate 
which  can  be  defined  as  “  the  number  of  days  absent  on  account  of 
illness  expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  total  number  of  possible 
working  days.’'  The  total  possible  working  days  has  been  esti¬ 
mated  on  a  five-day  week  basis  for  comparison  between  Depart¬ 
ments  and  does  not  include  official  holidays  or  annual  leave  which 
has  been  taken.  This  sickness  rate  has  been  estimated  for 
uncertificated  and  certificate  leave  with  the  total  for  both. 

Tables  No.  6  and  7  outline  the  reason  for  absence  for  Officers 
and  Manual  Workers,  divided  into  broad  medical  groups. 
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Table  No.  4 


Officers. 


ii  i  ii  — apwasi^Baai.B' ■ 

S 

E  1.  Town  Clerk’s  3.  Surveyor’s  5.  Water  7.  Markets  9.  Baths  11.  Cleansing 

C 

T  2.  Treasurer’s  4.  Health  6.  Library  8.  Housing  10.  Cemetery  12.  Sewage 


I 

O 


N 

DEPARTMENT 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

1 

No.  in  Dept. 

17 

36 

41 

10 

11 

20 

4 

5 

3 

2 

2 

2 

No.  off  Sick 

13 

22 

24 

7 

2 

10 

3 

5 

1 

1 

1 

- 

No.  of  Incidents 
Up  to  3  days 
(Non-Cert.) 

13 

39 

35 

9 

1 

17 

3 

2 

2 

4  days-4  weeks 
(Cert.) 

3 

10 

16 

6 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Over  4  weeks 
(Cert.) 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  per 

100  Staff 

106 

136 

127 

160 

27 

105 

100 

160 

33 

50 

50 

- 

Non-Certs. 

Age  : 

1 5 — 20  years  . . . 

4 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 

21—30  ,,  ... 

2 

4 

7 

1 

— 

4 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

31—40  „  ... 

3 

3 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

41—50  „  ... 

1 

2 

2 

- 

3 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- 

— 

51—60  „  ... 

— 

2 

4 

— 

__ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

- 

— 

61 — 65  ,, 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

65-j-  ,, 

Certificates. 

Age  : 

1 5 — 20  years  . . . 

2 

1 

1 

21—30  „  ... 

— 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

31—40  „  ... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

41—50  „  ... 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

50 — 60  ,, 

- 

2 

4 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

61 — 65  ,, 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

65+  „  ... 

— 

““ 

Possible  No.  of 
Working  days 
on  5-day  week 
basis 

4,051 

8,468 

9.519 

2,311 

2,563 

4,730 

9^9 

1,177 

678 

486 

472 

477 

No.  of  days 

Lost 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

Non-Cert. 

25 

53 

59 

13 

2 

23 

4 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Non-Cert.  % 

.61 

.63 

.56 

.53 

.08 

.49 

.42 

.31 

- 

— 

- 

— 

5 

Certificates 

108 

128 

236 

111 

29 

60 

4 

200 

5 

11 

12 

— 

Certificates  %  ... 

2.7 

1.5 

2.5 

4.9 

1.1 

1.3 

.42 

17.0 

.74 

2.3 

2.5 

TOTAL  % 

3.3 

2.1 

3.1 

5.5 

1.2 

1.8 

.84 

17.3 

.74 

2.3 

2.5 

Nil 
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Table  No  5 


Manual  Workers. 


1.  Cleansing 

3. 

Sewage  Works 

6, 

Borough  Hall 

9.  Library 

2.  Estates,  Highways  and 
Building  Maintenance 

4. 

Parks 

7. 

Baths 

10.  Markets 

5. 

Waterworks 

8. 

Cemetery 

yj 

N 

DEPARTMENT 

1. 

2- 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

1 

No.  in  Dept. 

47 

148 

14 

36 

24 

20 

19 

4 

6 

4 

No.  off  Sick 

40 

81 

5 

21 

12 

6 

13 

2 

2 

3 

No.  of  Incidents 

Up  to  3  days 
(Non-Cert.) 

79 

59 

2 

5 

25 

6 

4 

1 

2 

2 

4  days-4  weeks 
(Cert.) 

33 

70 

5 

32 

10 

5 

16 

1 

1 

3 

Over  4  weeks 

(Cert.) 

10 

13 

1 

2 

1 

1 

TOTAL  per 

100  Staff 

260 

96 

57 

103 

154 

30 

121 

125 

33 

125 

Non-Certs. 

Age  : 

15 — 20  years  ... 

_ 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21—30  „ 

7 

7 

— 

- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

3 

31—40  „ 

6 

4 

— 

2 

— 

_ 

- 

— 

_ 

41—50  ,, 

9 

6 

— 

_ 

4 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

51—60  ,, 

3 

7 

1 

2 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

61 — 65  ,, 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

65+  „  ... 

1 

1 

“ 

— 

" 

■ 

Certificates. 

Age  : 

1 5 — 20  years  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

21—30  „  ... 

2 

12 

— 

4 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

- 

4 

31—40  „ 

2 

7 

— 

2 

4 

2 

— 

- 

— 

1 

41-50  „  ... 

7 

7 

3 

2 

4 

— 

2 

1 

— 

- 

51—60  „ 

8 

23 

1 

5 

1 

2 

5 

_ 

1 

1 

61 — 65  ,, 

4 

8 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

65+  „  ... 

2 

6 

- 

3 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Possible  No.  of 
Working  days  on 
5-day  week  basis 

11,411 

35,798 

3,518 

8,928 

5,811 

4,878 

4,694 

998 

1,455 

1  ,020 

No.  of  days 

Lost  : 

5 

Non-Cert. 

93 

68 

2 

9 

46 

_ 

9 

5 

2 

3 

Non-Cert.  % 

.82 

.19 

.06 

.10 

.79 

— 

.19 

.50 

.14 

.29 

Certificates 

831 

1,593 

105 

269 

194 

80 

249 

9 

4 

29 

Certificates  %  ... 

7.3 

4.4 

3.0 

3.0 

3.3 

1.6 

5.3 

.90 

.27 

2.8 

TOTAL  % 

8.1 

4.6 

3.0 

3.1 

4.09 

1.6 

5.5 

1.4 

.41 

3.1 

12 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS,  1963 

TABLE  No.  8 


Sick  Pay 

Superannuation 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

3 

2 

63 

8 

TOTAL  —  76 

The  number  of  medical  examinations  carried  out  on  employees 
of  the  Corporation  is  given  in  the  table  above.  These  examinations 
cover  the  Sick  Pay  and  Superannuation  Schemes. 

Public  Health  Propaganda 

During  the  year  members  of  the  staff  have  given  talks  to 
various  bodies  on  Food  Hygiene  and  many  other  aspects  of  public 
health.  Posters  covering  a  wide  range  of  public  health  propaganda 
have  been  displayed  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  survey  of  the  Social  Conditions  existing  in 


Stafford  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  the 

Manager 

of  the  Employ- 

ment  Exchange  : — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Engineering  (all  types),  Electrical  and 

Metal  Goods  ... 

10,218 

2,314 

12,532 

National  and  Local  Government 

2,672 

1,946 

4,618 

Professional  and  Scientific  Services 

1,411 

1,935 

3,346 

Distributive  Trades 

1,263 

1,680 

2,943 

Building  and  Civil  Engineering  ... 

2,265 

61 

2,326 

Abrasive  and  Cast  Concrete  Products  ... 

1,563 

543 

2,106 

Shoe  Manufacture,  Clothing,  Chemicals 

and  Allied  Trades 

959 

1,102 

2,061 

Miscellaneous 

593 

1,223 

1,816 

Transport  and  Communications 

1,437 

217 

1,654 

Agriculture,  Forestry  and  Fishing 

1,183 

220 

1,403 

Food,  Drink  and  Tobacco 

263 

144 

407 

Gas,  Electricity  and  Water 

346 

39 

385 

Insurance  and  Banking 

168 

141 

309 

Saw  Milling  and  Machine  Woodworking... 

233 

60 

293 

Vehicles 

249 

8 

257 

Paper,  Printing  and  Publishing  ... 

109 

84 

193 
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DISABLED  PERSONS 


Rehabilitation,  Training  and  Employment 

The  services  of  the  Disablement  Resettlement  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour,  132  Newport  Road,  Stafford,  are  available  to 
all  persons  requiring  advice  or  assistance  on  any  matter  concerning 
the  welfare  and  employment  of  the  disabled.  Courses  of  industrial 
rehabilitation  are  arranged  for  men  and  women  who  have  suffered 
illness  or  injury  and  need  help  in  bridging  the  gap  between  recovery 
and  return  to  work. 

Government  Vocational  Training  Schemes,  administered  by  the 
Ministry  of  Labour,  aim  to  give  an  intensive  grounding  in  both 
practical  skills  and  the  theoretical  knowledge  necessary  to  enable 
trainees  to  undertake  work  in  a  trade.  A  wide  variety  of  training 
trades  are  available  to  suitable  applicants  under  the  Disabled 
Persons  Scheme,  about  which  full  details  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Disablement  Officer. 

A  specialist  employment  service  is  available  to  disabled  work¬ 
people  and  employers  requiring  assistance. 

The  placing  in  employment  of  blind  persons  is  undertaken  by  a 
Blind  Persons’  Resettlement  Officer  who  can  be  contacted  through 
the  local  Employment  Exchange. 


SOCIAL  SERVICE 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  voluntary  organisations  in 
Stafford  ; — 

British  Red  Cross  Society 
Council  of  Social  Service 
Darby  and  Joan  Club 
Little  worth  Veterans 
Littleworth  Community  Centre 
Older  Friends  League 
Pennycrofts  Pensioners’  Association 
Red  Cross  over  60’s  Club 
Social  Service  Old  Folks’  Club 
Sandon  Road  Forget-me-Not  Club 
Stafford  Chiropody  Service 
Stafford  Rotary  Club 

Stafford  and  District  League  of  Friends  for  Hospitals 
Stafford  Branch  of  the  National  Association  of  Old 
Age  Pensioners 
Women’s  Voluntary  Service 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Laboratory  Facilities 

During  the  year,  2,514  reports  were  received  from  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  where  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried 
out. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Dr.  Wright  and  Dr.  Mackey  Scolley  for 
their  wholehearted  co-operation. 

Ambulance  Service  (Staffordshire  County  Council) 

The  Ambulance  Station  is  situated  at  The  Beeches,  Stone 
Road,  Stafford. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  (Staffordshire  County  Council) 

These  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  North  Walls, 
and  the  Welfare  Centre,  Rising  Brook. 

Home  Help  (Staffordshire  County  Council) 

The  number  of  Home  Helps  employed  is  49. 

Immunisation  (Staffordshire  County  Council) 

Immunisation  is  carried  out  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  or 
by  Family  Doctors. 

Welfare  Clinics 

The  Child  Welfare  Centres,  North  Walls  and  Rising  Brook, 
Church  Hall,  Baswich,  and  Holmcroft  Community  Centre. 

Clinics 

School  Clinic,  Lammascote  Road,  Stafford. 

Chest  Clinic,  Staffordshire  General  Infirmary. 

Maternity  Homes  (Hospital  Management  Committee) 

Burton  House,  Moss  Pit. 

Hospitals 

Staffordshire  General  Infirmary,  Foregate  Street. 

Fernleigh,  Marston  Road. 

St.  George's  Hospital,  Gaol  Square,  Stafford. 

Venereal  Diseases 

Staffordshire  General  Infirmary. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


Diphtheria 

There  have  been  no  confirmed  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the 
Borough  for  the  twelfth  year  in  succession. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  Immunisation  and  has 
supplied  the  following  statistics  for  the  Borough  : — 

Primary  Re-inforcing 


Welfare  Centre 
School  Clinic 
Private  Doctors 


1 


345 


100 


The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  our  state  of  im¬ 
munisation  : — 

TABLE  No.  9 


Year 

Number  of  Children 
Immunised 

Primary  Re-immunised 

Number  of  babies  born 
during  preceding  year 
minus  deaths  under  1  year 

1953 

462 

212 

658 

1954 

604 

571 

655 

1955 

411 

302 

653 

1956 

485 

457 

607 

1957 

564 

1,725 

656 

1958 

569 

363 

647 

1  1959 

715 

1,209 

693 

1960 

670 

1,402 

773 

1961 

835 

1,290 

792 

1962 

413 

49 

833 

1963 

345 

100 

865 

From  the  year  1952  to  1962  there  were  7,832  children  born 
and  from  1953  to  1963  there  were  6,073  primary  immunisations, 
giving  an  overall  immunisation  of  77.5%. 


TABLE  No.  10 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  1953 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Cases 
at  all 
ages 

Deaths 

Case  Distribution  as  to  Areas 

North 

South 

East 

West 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

_ 

1 

1 

5 

2 

Pneumonia 

18 

— 

4 

4 

3 

7 

Dysentery 

25 

— 

7 

6 

3 

9 

Measles 

827 

— 

79 

469 

155 

124 

Whooping  Cough. . . 

19 

— 

4 

9 

5 

1 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

3 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Puerperpal 

Pyrexia 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

Tuberculosis 

16 

4 

2 

6 

5 

3 
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Scarlet  Fever 

All  notified  cases  were  children  under  the  age  of  9  years.  They 
occurred  chiefly  in  the  east  end  of  the  town. 

Dysentery 

Of  the  25  notified  cases,  12  were  adults  and  the  remainder 
children.  They  were  not  confined  to  one  district. 

Pneumonia 

Three  of  the  18  notified  cases  occurred  in  an  Institution.  They 
were  elderly  persons.  Of  the  others,  10  were  adults  and  5  children. 

Food  Poisoning 

The  three  cases  notified  were  two  adults  and  one  child  and  all 
belonged  to  different  families.  The  usual  investigations  were  made 
and  instructions  regarding  personal  hygiene,  etc.,  given  to  patients 
and  all  contacts. 

Measles 

All  cases  were  children  and  did  not  occur  in  any  particular 
district  of  the  town. 

Whooping  Cough 

The  19  notified  cases  were  young  children.  346  Primary  and 
40  Booster  Immunisations  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

All  notified  cases  were  children  under  the  age  of  9  years.  They 
occurred  chiefly  in  the  east  end  of  the  town. 

Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Primary  immunisations  and  third  injections  were  carried  out. 
Since  the  commencement  of  Poliomyelitis  immunisation,  in  all, 
19,666  persons  received  primary  injections  and  19,487  had  a  third 
or  fourth  dose. 

Smallpox 

The  total  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year 
was  290,  which  included  149  before  the  first  birthday. 
Re-vaccinations  totalled  194. 
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Tuberculosis 

TABLE  No.  11 

Notified  Cases 


0—25 

Age  in  Years 
26—45  46—65 

66  + 

Male 

4 

3 

3 

1 

Pulmonary  ... 

Female 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Male 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Female 

1 

— 

— 

— 

The  “  Balance  Sheet  ”  for  the  Tuberculosis  Register  is  as 
follows  : — 


On  Register  at  Jan.  1st 

177 

Deaths 

4 

Notifications 

16 

Recovered 

16 

Transfers  in 

8 

Transfers  out  ... 

4 

On  Register  at  Dec.  31st 

177 

201 

201 

Admissions  and  discharges  from  Institutions  were  notified  as 
follows  : — 


Admissions 

Discharges 

Standon  Hall 

1  Prestwood 

1 

Cheshire  Joint 

1 

2 
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Analysis  of  New  Cases  and  Deaths 


O 
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■ 
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m  ^ 

C 

o 
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1— (  CO 

80 

00 

ci 

7.7 

NEW  ' 

Respiratory 

Female 

CO  Ol 

8.4 

9.2 

15.6 

Male 

^  00 

00 

co’ 

611 

21.9 

YEAR 

1963 
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Ten  year 

average 

1952-61 

Ten  year 

average 

1939-48 

Ten  year 

average 

1929-38 
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Royal  Brine  Baths 

Mr.  A.  Beazor,  Baths  Superintendent,  has  kindly  given  me  the 
following  report  on  the  activities  of  the  Royal  Brine  Baths  : — 

Swimming  as  a  recreation  is  still  the  sport  with  the  most 
participant,  and  the  enthusiasm  is  such  that  once  again  the 
Baths  Department  has  a  record  year. 

198,406  attended  in  1963-64  as  against  183,981  in 
1962-63. 

The  weather  does  not  play  as  big  a  part  as  it  did  in  the 
past.  Winter  swimming  is  very  popular,  this  is  in  some  way 
due  to  the  extensive  school  programme  all  the  year  round 
and  to  the  swim  water  being  warm — ^during  the  winter  80°F. 
and  78°F.  in  the  summer. 

vSchool  attendances  during  the  year  shows  an  increase, 
66,000  for  1963-64  as  against  60,500  for  1962-63.  Many 
classes  attend  from  country  schools  during  the  summer  and 
winter. 

If  the  policy  '  Every  child  a  swimmer  '  is  to  become  a 
reality,  then  more  teaching  space  must  be  provided,  and 
only  a  new  Bath  will  suffice. 

The  Private  Brine  and  Brine  Swim  departments  have 
both  shown  an  increase  in  attendances,  and  a  useful  purpose 
is  served  in  providing  relief  to  people  who  suffer  from 
rheumatic  ailments.” 


HOUSING 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  T.  H.  Higson,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  : — 

Houses  erected  by  Corporation  between  1st 

January,  1963,  and  31st  December,  1963  ...  79 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  between  1st 

January,  1963,  and  31st  December,  1963  ...  247 

Houses  erected  by  the  Borough  Housing  Association 
between  1st  January,  1963,  and  31st  December, 
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Births  and  Stillbirths 

TABLE  No.  13 


Year 

Total 

Births 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 
population 

Birth  Rate 
for  England 
aftd  Wales 

Total 

Still 

Births 

Still  Birth 
rate  per 
1,000  live 
and  Still 
Births 

1952 

674 

16.5 

15.5 

9 

13 

1953 

672 

16.5 

15.7 

17 

24 

1954 

674 

16.46 

15.0 

20 

28 

1955 

627 

15.18 

15.0 

17 

26 

1956 

668 

16.13 

15.7 

15 

22 

1957 

680 

16.20 

16.1 

17 

24 

1958 

693 

16,09 

16.4 

20 

28 

1959 

801 

18.21 

16.5 

16 

19 

1960 

813 

18.23 

17.1 

29 

34 

1961 

854 

17.9 

19.4 

15 

17 

1962 

880 

18.23 

18.0 

17 

18 

1963 

1023 

20.8 

18.2 

12 

11 

TABLE  No.  14 


Year 

Live 

Births 

Under  one  month 

Under 

one  year  | 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  births 

1952 

674 

12 

17.8 

16 

23.7 

1953 

672 

9 

13.4 

17 

25.3 

1954 

674 

12 

17.8 

21 

31.2 

1955 

627 

14 

22.3 

20 

33.3 

1956 

668 

14 

20.9 

22 

32.9 

1957 

680 

12 

17.6 

16 

23.5 

1958 

693 

8 

11.54 

13 

18.76 

1959 

801 

24 

29.37 

28 

34.7 

1960 

813 

13 

15.99 

21 

25.83 

1961 

854 

14 

16.39 

21 

24.59 

1962 

880 

13 

14.77 

15 

17.04 

1963 

1028 

19 

18.57 

23 

22.46 

Mortuary 

The  following  bodies  were  admitted  to  the  Mortuary  : — 

Borough  residents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Non-residents  who  died  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  32 

Brought  in  from  outside  the  Borough  ...  ...  4 

Non-civilians  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Borough  residents  who  died  outside  the  Borough...  - 

99 

Post-mortem  examinations  ...  ...  ...  96 
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Registrar-General’s  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death 


TABLE  No.  15 


TOTAL 

Males 

Eemales 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

4 

3 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Lung  and 

Bronchus 

19 

18 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Stomach 

13 

6 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 

13 

— 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 

6 

— 

6 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms 

42 

21 

21 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

_ 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

60 

27 

33 

Coronary  disease,  angina... 

113 

75 

38 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

13 

2 

11 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

133 

43 

90 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

18 

10 

8 

Influenza 

4 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

27 

14 

13 

Bronchitis  ... 

35 

21 

14 

Other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

5 

4 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

O 

jU 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

4 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

3 

3 

Congenital  Malformations 

6 

4 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . . 

48 

17 

31 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

11 

6 

5 

All  Other  Accidents 

3 

1 

2 

Suicide 

7 

4 

3 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

1 

1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES... 

597 

288 

309 
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Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  during  1963 
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Correction  on  page  3i 


Total  hardness  should  read  : 

376.0 

i5i*0 

23hr 

NOT 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Genbonate  hardness  should  read  : 

2i)4.0 

95.0 

160, 

NOT 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Throughout  the  country,  this  year  will  undoubtedly  be  known 
as  “  Meat  Inspection  ”  year,  not  only  by  the  Health  Inspectors 
but  by  the  trade  itself.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  it  became  possible  for 
Councils  to  charge,  within  limits,  for  the  services  of  the  Health 
Inspectors  carrying  out  meat  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered  for 
human  consumption.  A  second  aspect  of  the  new  scheme  is  that  the 
Inspector  now  affixes  his  personal  stamp  to  inspected  carcases  to 
certify  fitness  of  the  carcases.  Any  innovation  engenders  con¬ 
troversy  and  these  Regulations  were  no  exception.  Ultimately, 
techniques  were  decided,  working  schedules  re-arranged  and  the 
Regulations  applied.  It  might  not  be  appreciated  by  the  general 
public  that  all  meat  and  offal  for  human  consumption  from  animals 
slaughtered  in  Stafford  is  subjected  by  the  Health  Inspectors  to  a 
detailed  examination  to  determine  its  fitness  and  perhaps  this  is 
an  appropriate  time  to  remind  the  ratepayers  that  here  is  one  of 
the  most  valuable  if  unspectacular  services  carried  out  seven  days 
a  week,  one  which  is  basic  to  the  well  being  of  almost  every  single 
member  of  the  community.  Should  anyone  doubt  the  value  of  this 
aspect  of  the  Inspector’s  work,  a  moment  or  two  spent  studying  the 
details  given  later  in  this  report  should  prove  enlightening. 

Naturally,  this  work  is  not  accomplished  without  effort,  and 
it  follows  that  with  the  increasing  attention  paid  to  this  work,  the 
greater  is  the  strain  upon  the  staff  to  try  to  maintain  adequate 
coverage  of  other  vital  aspects  of  Public  Health.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  there  is  a  very  real  risk  of  a  deterioration  of  standards 
and  in  consequence,  of  public  protection  unless  adequate  qualified 
staff  can  be  secured.  Quite  rightly,  the  public  demands  pro¬ 
gressively  higher  standards  and  each  year  new  legislation  is 
introduced  by  Parliament  to  set  the  stage  for  those  improvements. 
Without  adequate  staff  to  ensure  that  the  law  is  in  fact  observed, 
there  is  the  very  real  danger  of  the  law  being  brought  into  disrepute. 
It  becomes  increasingly  necessary  to  concentrate  on  incidents  as 
they  occur  day  by  day  rather  than  fulfil  the  basic  role  of  prevention. 
It  is  no  longer  possible  to  plan  systematic  programmes  of  inspections 
aimed  at  discovering  and  rectifying  conditions  and  circumstances, 
which  produce  the  incidents. 
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This  year  there  has  been  one  notable  advance,  however. 
Refuse  disposal  is  now  carried  out  at  the  new  site  on  the  Common, 
a  pulverisation  plant  being  employed.  True,  there  have  been 
teething  troubles,  but  the  end  product  is  good  and  the  present 
indications  are  that  the  choice  of  pulverisation  is  being  fully 
justified.  On  the  salvage  side  of  the  operation  it  is  safe  to  predict 
that  the  estimated  amounts  will  be  exceeded.  Perhaps  in  the 
Report  for  1964  it  will  be  possible  to  report  in  some  detail  on  the 
working  of  the  refuse  plant. 

At  the  end  of  July  this  year,  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act  received  Royal  Assent  though  it  will  not  operate 
until  1964.  At  this  stage  comments  would  be  inappropriate  except 
to  say  that  this  Act  should  be  welcomed  as  a  major  step  forward 
towards  ensuring  a  satisfactory  working  environment  for  office, 
shop  and  similar  workers.  Again,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  a 
practical  proposition  to  administer  this  Act  fully  and  effectively. 

In  a  Department  such  as  this  which  executes  a  wide  variety  of 
functions,  the  co-operation  of  most  Committees  is  necessary  and  it 
is  gratifying  to  record  that  throughout  the  year  this  co-operation 
has  been  readily  given.  To  the  Health  Committee  under  the 
Chairmanship  of  Alderman  Merrey  I  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  support  given.  At  the  same  time  it  is  only  fitting  that  my 
thanks  are  given  to  the  staff,  without  whose  efforts  this  Report 
would  indeed  be  a  sorry  one. 

F.  G.  ASHCROFT, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  tabular  statement  below,  and  the  sections  which  follow, 
are  presented  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  as  a  condensed 
record  of  the  major  duties  carried  out  by  them  during  the  year. 

It  has  been  remarked  on  more  than  one  occasion  that  the 
presentation  of  the  following  statistics  is  singularly  difficult  since 
the  figures  bear  no  relationship  either  to  the  time  and  effort  involved 
or  the  good  which  results. 

Over  a  period  of  years  it  is  perhaps  possible  to  deduce  the 
changes  of  emphasis  occurring  in  Public  Health  work,  but  a  direct 
comparison  of  a  specific  item  in  two  different  years  can  be  confusing. 
Consequently,  it  is  not  proposed  to  comment  on  these  figures  but 
merely  to  present  them  as  a  factual  record  of  the  measureable  part 
of  the  Inspectors’  work. 

That  records  have  to  be  kept  is  accepted,  but  since  the  whole 
of  the  effort  of  the  Department  is  intimately  concerned  with  the 
well-being  of  living  people  throughout  their  daily  lives,  it  is  of 
fundamental  importance  that  people  be  treated  as  people  and  not 
as  “cases”.  This  is  the  aim  of  those  working  in  the  Department 
and  the  rule  by  which  they  work  even  if  the  printed  record  cannot 
show  how  many  people  have  benefited  by  the  constant  care 
exercised  on  their  behalf. 
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No.  of  Notices 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

Infor¬ 

mal 

1 

Statu¬ 

tory 

2 

Complied  with 

1 

2 

To  dwelling  houses 

657 

103 

98 

— 

Verminous  houses  ... 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 

47 

13 

- 

13 

- 

House  drainage  defects 

206 

30 

— 

30 

- 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

45 

5 

— 

5 

-- 

Overcrowding 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  supply 

83 

— 

- 

— 

-- 

Samples  from  Public  Baths 
Factories  (inc.  bakehouses 
and  food  preparing 

5 

premises) 

149 

32 

- 

32 

- 

Slaughterhouses 

1,394 

47 

— 

47 

Shops  where  food  is  sold  . . . 

477 

64 

- 

64 

Mobile  Fpod  Vans  ... 

35 

10 

— 

9 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

31 

4 

- 

4 

- 

Offensive  Trades 

109 

8 

- 

8 

— 

Dairies 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Piggeries 

2 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Market 

155 

12 

— 

12 

- 

Ice  Cream  Shops 

73 

— 

— 

— 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

126 

21 

— 

21 

-- 

Licensed  Premises  ... 

31 

4 

— 

2 

- 

Visits  to  notifiable  diseases. . . 

159 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Sewer  Swabs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

238 

— 

— 

- 

-- 

Other  Nuisances 

124 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Re-housing  of  families 

27 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Caravans 

41 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Refuse  Tips  ... 

35 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Pet  Shops 

Housing  Acts  (Improve- 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ment  Grants) 

Certificates  of  disrepair  with 

461 

46 

— 

46 

— 

certificates  of  cancellation 
Number  of  food  and  milk 
samples  purchased  for 

analysis 

Complaints  received  at  the 

190 

— 

— 

— 

office  of  foods  purchased. . . 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Interviews  ... 

1,545 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  survey 

426 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rodent  control 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unclassified  complaints 

97 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Noise 

184 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dust 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Agriculture  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Clearance  Area  Houses 

193 

— 
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Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  for  Stafford  and  the  area  supplied  by  the 
undertaking  is  derived  from  three  boreholes.  Those  at  Milford  and 
Shugborough  supply  the  town  with  the  exception  of  the  Newport 
Road  and  Eccleshall  Road  areas  which  are  supplied  from  the 
Gnosall  borehole.  All  supplies  are  chlorinated  prior  to  entering 
service  reservoirs  before  distribution. 

Mr.  Plant,  the  Water  Engineer,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information  : — 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  WATER  CONSUMPTION 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  MARCH,  1964 

Based  on  an  estimated  population  supplied  of  71,000 


Year  ending  31/3/64 

Year  ending  31/3/63 

Increase 

or 

Decrease 

in 

Gallons 

Total  in 
Gallons 

Gallons 
per  head 
per  day 

Total  in 
Gallons 

Gallons 
per  head 
per  day 

Trade  purposes 

550,438,000" 

595,654,000" 

—45,216,000 

Institutions, 

Schools, 

Hospitals,  etc. 

57,291,000 

70,524,000 

—  13,233,000 

Central  Govt. 

26.65 

30.65 

and  Local 

Authority  use. 

66,698,000 

70,381,000 

—  3,683,000 

Sewer  flushing, 

Building 

purposes 

and  estimated 

consumption  ... 

18,000,000  J 

13,000,000 

+  5,000,000 

Domestic 

purposes 

731,634,000 

28.15 

640,035,000 

26.17 

+  91,599,000 

1,424,061,000 

54.80 

1,389,594,000 

56.82 

+  34,467,000 

Number  of  meters  in  use  at  31st  March,  1964  —  1,419. 
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Details  of  the  chemical  analysis  of  typical  samples  of  water 
are  as  follows: — 


Samples  sut 

)mitted  in  the  4th  Quarter 

Gnosall 

Pumping 

Station 

Pa 

Shug- 
borough 
Pumping 
Station 
rts  per  Mill 

Milford 

Pumping 

Station 

ion 

pH  Value  ... 

7.2 

7.3 

7.3 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  212°F. 

540.0 

280.0 

550.0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid 

Nil 

0.008 

0.008 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

2.0 

3.5 

3.0 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

23.0 

39.0 

117.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  80°F. 

0.041 

0.082 

0.082 

Appearance 

\  Clear  and 

Clear  and 

Clear  and 

f  Colourless 

Colourless 

Colourless 

Injurious  metallic  contamination 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  Hardness 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carbonate  Hardness 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Fluorine 

0.12 

0.068 

0.068 

Total  Residual  Chlorine  ... 

0.025 

Nil 

Nil 

The  Public  Analyst  reports  that  the  waters  are  not  liable  to 
plumbo  solvent  action.  Testing  does  not  stop  at  determining  the 
quality — the  safety  must  also  be  guaranteed.  To  this  end  a  further 
49  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Of 
these,  25  were  taken  during  distribution,  23  at  the  reservoir  follow¬ 
ing  chlorination  and  1  of  the  raw  waters.  All  but  three  were 
satisfactory. 

The  year  commenced  with  an  exceptionally  prolonged  and 
severe  cold  spell.  Many  houses  suffered  frozen  and  burst  internal 
water  pipes  :  many  were  without  water  supplies  because  of  frozen 
underground  service  pipes.  It  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  Water 
Department  that  normality  was  restored  as  quickly  as  it  was  for  the 
conditions  were  exceptionally  severe  and  trying.  For  houses 
without  water  supplies,  an  emergency  delivery  service  was  rapidly 
organised  and  was  maintained  daily  until  normal  supplies  were 
resumed.  It  is  hoped  that  all  concerned  have  marked  well  the 
lessons  taught  by  the  cold  spell.  Services  should  be  at  a  minimum 
depth  of  two  feet  six  inches  and  should  only  be  brought  up  well 
within  the  house  ;  internal  pipes  should  not  be  exposed  to  cold 
draughts  ;  sufficient  heat  needs  to  be  generated  within  the  house 
to  prevent  freezing  of  pipes  and  appliances. 

Public  Swimming  Baths 

Stafford’s  Brine  Baths  consist  basically  of  a  main  pool,  brine 
pool  and  facilities  for  private  brine  baths. 
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The  main  pool  is  80  feet  6  inches  long  and  33  feet  wide,  the 
depth  being  from  3  feet  to  6  feet.  Total  water  capacity  is  86,000 
gallons.  Water  is  supplied  initially  from  the  town’s  mains  and 
recirculated  through  the  treatment  plant,  the  capacity  of  which 
ensures  a  complete  change  of  water  every  2^  hours.  Before  re-entry 
to  the  main  pool,  the  water  is  passed  through  rapid  filters,  heated 
and  chlorinated. 

The  brine  pool  is  33  feet  long  and  14  feet  wide,  the  depth 
varying  from  2  feet  to  4  feet  6  inches.  Its  total  capacity  is  approxi¬ 
mately  15,000  gallons  of  brine  heated  to  96°F.  Operated  on  the 
fill  and  empty  principle,  the  pool  is  filled  directly  from  the  brine 
main  from  the  Salt  Works,  the  brine  strength  being  28%.  Normally 
the  pool  is  filled  each  Thursday  and  operated  on  Thursday,  Friday 
and  Saturday  before  emptying. 

The  Department  is  equipped  to  carry  out  spot  checks  to 
determine  the  free  chlorine  available  and  regular  samples  are 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  the  samples  this 
year  were  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  supplied  the  following  information  : 

''  Additions  to  the  surface  water  sewers  : — 

1,811  yards  of  G",  2,994  yards  of  9",  334  yards  of  12", 
122  yards  of  15",  100  yards  of  24". 

Additions  to  foul  water  sewers  : — 

955  yards  of  6",  1,636  yards  of  9".” 

Complaints  regarding  1,477  foul  water  drain  obstructions  were 
received  and  the  drains,  which  were  cleared  by  the  Corporation 
workmen,  involved  a  total  of  3,168  houses. 

It  is  believed  that  much  of  the  increased  work  on  drain 
stoppages  was  caused  by  the  severe  weather.  Many  instances  were 
encountered  of  whole  drainage  systems  being  frozen  solid.  Despite 
heroic  efforts  by  the  Surveyor’s  workmen,  working  under  appalling 
conditions,  it  was  not  possible  to  free  man}^  of  these  drains,  and  of 
those  which  were  freed  during  the  daytime,  a  number  froze  up 
again  during  the  night.  Not  until  the  thaw  finally  came  could  the 
situation  be  restored  to  normal.  It  is  right  and  proper  that  the 
efforts  of  these  men  should  be  recognised. 

During  1963  the  much  discussed  proposals  for  the  new  Northern 
outfall  sewer  and  the  Doxey  sewer  were  approved  in  principle,  and 
it  is  confidently  expected  that  in  1964  these  works  will  be  completed. 
Certainly  the  need  is  vital  and  urgent.  In  view  of  the  ground  in 
which  these  sewers  must  be  laid,  they  will  be  costly  and  tricky 
undertakings. 


32 


Sewage  Disposal 

Routine  sampling  of  the  final  effluent  from  the  Brancote  Works 
has  continued. 

It  is  the  earnest  wish  of  the  Health  Committee  to  have  as 
efficient  and  effective  treatment  of  the  sewage  as  is  possible.  To  this 
end,  the  Sewage  Works  Manager  has  been  carrying  out  trials  and 
the  present  indications  are  that  the  quality  of  the  final  effluent  is 
improving.  As  with  other  sewage  works,  the  quantity  of  sludge 
produced  at  the  Works  can  become  an  embarrassment  since  drying 
of  it  is  dependent  upon  climatic  conditions. 

An  outlet  for  liquid  sludge  has  been  found  and  in  June  there 
was  introduced  a  system  of  tankering  this  sludge  to  farms  in  the 
area  and  spraying  it  on  to  the  fields.  Though  viewed  in  the  Health 
Department  with  reservations,  the  system  is  proving  to  be 
increasingly  popular  with  the  farmers. 

In  addition  to  the  present  functioning  of  the  Sewage  Works,  the 
Health  Committee  and  its  officers  have  very  wisely  begun  to  plan 
for  future  extensions.  It  has  been  accepted  in  principle  that  there 
should  be  two  stages  in  the  scheme,  the  first  to  enable  the  works  to 
serve  a  predicted  population  of  some  62,000,  the  second,  80,000. 
Not  only  is  the  population  increasing,  but  the  amount  of  water 
used  per  head  continues  to  increase.  It  is  sometimes  said  that  the 
level  of  a  nation’s  prosperity  and  standard  of  living  can  be  deduced 
from  the  amount  of  water  used.  No  doubt  this  is  equall}^  true  of  the 
amount  of  sewage  to  be  treated.  As  more  bathrooms  are  provided, 
more  water  is  used  and  more  waste  water  passes  to  the  Sewage 
Works  for  treatment. 

During  1963  some  948,980,000  gallons  of  sewage  were  treated 
at  the  Works  compared  with  823,170,000  gallons  in  the  previous 
year,  a  considerable  increase.  The  population  served,  which 
includes  portions  of  the  Rural  District,  is  approximately  52,000. 
Ail  this  sewage  is  pumped  to  the  Brancote  Works,  eleven  pumping 
stations  at  strategic  points,  being  operated.  Pumping  is  necessary 
because  of  the  generally  flat  and  low-lying  land  in  Stafford  which 
renders  normal  gravitation  methods  impracticable.  Obviously, 
efficient  maintenance  of  these  pumping  stations  is  vital  to  the 
whole  system  in  preventing  the  discharge  of  crude  sewage  direct  to 
brookcourses. 
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Factory  Act,  1937 


1  —  Inspections 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

5 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

166 

112 

32 

(hi)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  Outworkers’ 
premises) 

23 

14 

. 

TOTAL 

194 

128 

32 

2  —  Defects  Found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

found 

No.  of 
cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Re¬ 

medied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

29 

29 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary  Convenience  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec¬ 
tive 

3 

3 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen¬ 
ces  relating  to  outwork)  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

32 

32 

— 

— 

— 
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3  —  Outworkers 


Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 

out- 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Nature  of 

workers 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

Notices 

Prose- 

Work 

in  August 

default  in 

tions 

of  work 

served 

cutions 

list 

sending 

for 

in 

required 

lists  to 

failure 

unwhole- 

by  Section 

Council 

to  supply 

some 

110(l)(c) 

lists 

premises 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(  Making 
Wearing(  etc. 

apparel  (  Cleaning 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(  and 

(  Washing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  following-  table  shows  the  work  done  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  in  the  Borough. 
Presentation  of  the  statistics  in  the  table  is  in  the  for  n  required  by 
the  Ministry. 

It  was  stated  last  year  that  greater  emphasis  was  being  placed 
upon  earlier  discovery  of  infestations  in  the  hope  of  preventing  more 
serious  infestations  later.  This  policy  has  been  continued  and, 
if  it  is  not  being  too  optimistic  too  soon,  the  results  obtained 
appear  to  be  supporting  the  theory. 

Obviously,  every  effort  will  be  made  to  maintain  this  emphasis. 
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Type  of  Property 

N  on- Agricultural 

(5) 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

(1) 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(Inc. 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(includ¬ 
ing 

Business 

Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1) 
(2)  &  (3) 

Houses) 

Premises) 

(i)  Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  Dis¬ 
trict 

61 

14,296 

2,506 

16,863 

19 

(ii)  Total  number  of  prop¬ 
erties  inspected  as  a  result 
of  notification _ 

29 

120 

43 

192 

3 

Number  of  such  prop¬ 
erties  found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by  : — 

Major  ... 

Common  rat 

Minor  ... 

Major  ... 

Ship  rat 

Minor  ... 

Major  ... 

House  mouse 

Minor  ... 

7 

3 

9 

19 

2 

7 

83 

11 

101 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

4 

— 

12 

26 

23 

61 

— 

(iii)  Total  number  of  prop¬ 
erties  inspected  in  the 
course  of  survey  under 
the  Act 

551 

48 

604 

12 

Number  of  such  prop¬ 
erties  found  to  be 
infested  by  : — 

Major  ... 

Common  rat 

Minor  ... 

Major  ... 

Ship  rat 

Minor  ... 

Major  ... 

House  mouse 

Minor  ... 

3 

3 

— 

144 

2 

146 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Type  of  Property 

Non- Agricultural 

(1) 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(Inc. 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(includ¬ 
ing 

Business 

Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1) 
(2)  &  (3) 

(5) 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

(iv)  Total  number  of  prop¬ 
erties  otherwise  inspected 
(e.g.,  when  visited  prim¬ 
arily  for  some  other 
purpose)  ... 

Fi 

gures  not 

readily  a 

vailable 

Number  of  such  prop¬ 
erties  found  to  be 
infested  by  ; — 

Major  ... 

Common  rat 

Minor  ... 

Fi 

gures  not 

readily  a 

vailable 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Major  ... 

Ship  rat 

Minor  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Major  ... 

House  mouse 

Minor  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(v)  Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  re-inspec¬ 
tions  (To  be  completed 
only  if  figures  are  readily 
available) 

99 

1,062 

181 

1,242 

28 

(vi)  Number  of  infested  prop¬ 
erties  (in  Sections  (ii), 
(iii)  and  (iv)  treated  by 
the  Local  Authority)  . . . 

29 

259 

46 

334 

2 

(vii)  Total  treatments  carried 
out — including  re-treat¬ 
ments  (To  be  completed 
only  if  figures  are  readily 
available)  (See  Note  3)  ... 

Fi 

gures  not 

readily  a 

vailable 

(viii)  Number  of  notices 

served  under  Section  4 
of  the  Act  : 

(a)  Treatment  ... 

(b)  Structural  work  (i.e., 
Proofing) 

_ 

__ 

_ 

— 
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Type  of  Property 

Non- Agricultural 

(5) 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

(1) 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(Inc. 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(includ¬ 
ing 

Business 

premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1) 
(2)  &  (3) 

(ix)  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
following  the  issue  of  a 
notice  under  Sect.  4  of 
the  Act  ... 

(x)  Legal  Proceedings 
(See  (xii)  below) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(xi)  Number  of  “Block”  con¬ 
trol  schemes  carried  out 

None 

(xii)  Where  legal  proceedings  have  been 
instituted  by  the  Local  Authority 
particulars  should  be  given  here  ; — 

(xiii)  Any  other  points  of  interest  ; — 

HOUSING 

1.  Council  Houses  Certified  Unfit  : 

29,  South  Walls 

66,  67,  Foregate  Street 

2.  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  : 

15,  Queen  Street 
22,  Rowley  Avenue 
5,  6,  7,  St.  Patricks  Street 
4,  Clarkes  Buildings 

3.  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  : 

Nil 

4.  Informal  Action  resulting  in  Demolition  ; 

Nil 
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5.  Clearance  Aeas  Represented  : 

No  Clearance  Areas  were  Represented 


6.  Where  re-housing  took  place  : 


Individual  Unfit  Houses 
Clearance  Area  Houses 


9 

14 

Nil 


Houses  adjoining  Clearance  Areas 


7.  Council  Houses  Demolished  : 

83,  84,  South  Walls 

4,  Earl  Street 

2,  4,  Bath  Street 

20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  Tenterbanks 

67,  69,  71,  73,  75,  77,  Weston  Road 

12,  Foregate 

2,  St.  Mary’s  Grove 

8.  Houses  Demolished  : 

(a)  Demolition  Orders  : 

16,  Broad  Street 
10,  Sash  Street 
19,  20,  Gaol  Road 

ip)  Clearance  Area  Action  : 

25,  26,  27,  28,  29,  Mill  Bank 

13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  Grey  Friars 

6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  Field  Place,  Common 
Road 

1,  2,  Kenderine  Street 

2,  4,  6,  Eccleshall  Road 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  Copes  Buildings 
12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  Foregate  Square 

(c)  Houses  on  Land  Coloured  Grey  : 

5a,  Fancy  Walk 

Rent  Act,  1957 — Certificates  of  Disrepair 

There  was  one  Certificate  of  Disrepair  issued  for  1963. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 — Discretionary 


Improvement  Grants 


Sixteen  applications  were  received  and  10  completed  under  the 
above  scheme.  The  grants  paid  totalled  ;£2,061  6s.  9d.,  and  the 
total  value  of  the  work  involved  was  ^4,974  15s.  6d. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme,  421  applications  have 
been  completed. 
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House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 — Standard  Grants 

Sixty-six  applications  were  received  and  52  completed.  The 
grants  paid  totalled  ;£5,828  2s.  6Jd.  for  the  completed  work,  and 
the  cost  of  the  work  involved  was  11,486  12s.  Od. 

This  is  an  encouraging  increase  upon  last  year  but  there  is 
scope  for  a  great  deal  more  to  be  done. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme,  128  applications  have 
been  completed. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

During  the  year  no  further  licences  were  issued  authorising  the 
use  of  land  as  caravan  sites.  Constant  checks  have,  however, 
been  made  throughout  the  year  to  ensure  that  unauthorised 
stationing  of  caravans  does  not  become  established. 

There  is  one  licence  remaining  in  force. 

Disinfestation  of  Houses 

During  the  year  two  houses  were  disinfested  for  vermin. 
Standards  remain  high  within  the  Borough,  there  being  only  one 
serious  infestation,  though  it  does  seem  remarkable  that  under 
present  conditions  there  should  be  any. 

Closet  Accommodation 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  now  262  waste  water  closets  in 
the  Borough. 

There  were  eleven  conversions  carried  out  during  the  year 
which  were  helped  with  an  increased  Grant  of  ^12  10s.  Od.  It  was 
hoped  that  more  owners  of  houses  with  these  waste  water  closets 
would  avail  themselves  of  this  increased  grant  this  year.  During 
the  year,  nine  houses  were  demolished  in  which  waste  water 
closets  were  utilised. 

The  Disease  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

There  are  now  fourteen  licences  in  force.  No  licences  were 
issued  during  the  year,  and  the  installations  were  visited  to  ensure 
that  swill  boiling  is  effectively  carried  out. 

Offensive  Trades 

There  is  one  Gut  Scraper  registered  and  his  premises  are  within 
the  curtilage  of  a  semi-public  slaughterhouse. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

Measuring  apparatus  to  determine  daily  the  amount  of  smoke 
and  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  air  was  installed  at  Rising  Brook  in 
mid-1962.  It  is,  of  course,  now  possible  to  present  details  of  these 
results. 
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Initially,  there  were  operational  difficulties  to  overcome,  with 
the  result  that  it  was  some  time  before  full  benefit  was  derived. 
It  was  possible,  however,  to  take  recordings  throughout  the 
exceptional  cold  period  and  these  ultimately  will  be  useful  for 
comparison  purposes. 

Interpretation  of  the  results  suggests  that  atmospheric 
pollution  in  this  particular  area  is  largely  domestic,  and  that  the 
use  of  smokeless  fuels  on  approved  appliances  could  bring  about  a 
worthwhile  improvement  in  the  situation.  Before  planning  a 
smoke  control  area,  however,  the  fuel  situation  will  be  most  carefully 
assessed  to  determine  that  adequate  supplies  of  appropriate  fuels 
will  be  available. 

Valuable  though  the  day-by-day  results  are,  their  true  value 
lies  in  the  year-by-year  comparisons.  In  this  way  trends  can  be 
detected  with  greater  certainty  and  the  progress  towards  clean  air 
more  realistically  determined.  This  measuring  station  will  there¬ 
fore  remain  for  a  number  of  years,  and  meanwhile  it  is  hoped  that 
it  will  be  possible  to  establish  stations  in  other  areas  of  the  town 
for  similar  purposes. 

1962  Atmospheric  Pollution  Recordings 

Smoke 


Mg  /  m-'’ 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Daily  Average  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* 

* 

57 

* 

230 

206 

Highest  Day  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

66 

81 

90 

144 

170 

815 

1 4)89 

Ratio  Sm/SOg  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

% 

* 

* 

1.06 

1.56 

1.35 

Sulph^if  Dioxide 


Mg  /  m'' 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Daily  Average  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* 

54 

* 

147 

153 

Highest  Day  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

86 

107 

78 

139 

190 

370 

553 

1963  Atmospheric  Pollution  Recordings 

Smoke 


Mg  / 

•  Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Daily  Average  . . . 

287 

306 

125 

88 

38 

* 

32 

29 

77 

74 

157 

251 

Highest  Dav  ... 

744 

559 

382 

177 

75 

105 

80 

66 

193 

334 

492 

443 

Ratio  Sm/SOg  ... 

.89 

.98 

1.34 

* 

1.31 

* 

1.33 

.55 

1.1 

1.61 

1.5 

1.31 
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Sulphur  Dioxide 


ug  / 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Daily  Avemge  . 

324 

311 

93 

29 

* 

24 

53 

70 

46 

105 

191 

Highest  Day  . . . 

637 

511 

238 

275 

95 

102 

75 

no 

157 

121 

224 

377 

*  Denotes  that,  for  whatever  reason,  insufficient  results  were  obtained  for  statistical 
reliability.  Generally  it  means  that  less  than  21  out  of  28  possible  results  were 
obtained. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Six  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  to  persons  to  keep 
Pet  Shops. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  following  premises  are  registered  : — 

Preparation  of  sausage,  etc.  ...  ...  23 

Manufacture  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sale  of  ice  cream  in  pre-packed  containers. . .  147 

Fish  frying  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

The  principal  trades  of  food  shops  in  the  Borough  are  as 
follows  : — 

General  83  ;  Grocery  48  ;  Greengrocers  14  ;  Butchers  42  ; 
Fishmongers  11;  Confectioners  16;  Sweet  Shops  15; 
Cafes  26. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods — Slaughtering  Facilities 

There  are  two  private  slaughterhouses  within  the  Borough  : 
Messrs.  Rowlands  and  the  Stafford  and  Stone  Co-operative  Society. 

Messrs.  Rowland’s  premises  are  of  a  semi-public  type,  as  they 
dress  carcases  for  butchers  from  other  districts  as  well  as  those 
at  Stafford. 

Slaughtering  is  continued  outside  office  hours,  including 
Sundays.  1,394  \  isits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors  during  the  year, 
which  necessitates  an  appreciable  amount  of  overtime  being  worked 
by  the  Inspectors  to  ensure  that  all  carcases  are  inspected. 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  new  meat  inspection  regula¬ 
tions  on  the  1st  October,  there  has  necessarily  been  a  distinct  change 
in  the  operation  of  this  service.  The  smaller  slaughterhouse  does 
not  pose  a  particularly  difficult  problem  but  it  has  meant  that 
since  an  Inspector  is  now  required  at  the  other  slaughterhouse 
throughout  the  hours  of  slaughter,  a  second  Inspector  has  to  attend. 
Since  this  is  priority  work,  there  is  no  alternative,  notwithstanding 
the  effect  upon  other  work  in  the  Department.  The  Inspectors 
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participate  in  a  weekly  rota,  this  being  the  fairest  way  of  sharing 
the  overtime  and  weekend  duty  which  is  entailed.  A  typical  week 
for  the  Inspector  at  the  larger  slaughterhouse  means  starting  work 
every  morning,  including  Sunday,  before  eight  o’clock,  and  on  the 
weekdays  finishing  at  about  six  o’clock  in  the  evening,  having  had 
a  lunch  break  of  perhaps  half-an-hour.  It  is  hard  work,  both 
physically  and  mentally,  demanding  a  tough  constitution  and 
unwavering  concentration  in  conditions  that  have  to  be  experienced. 

What  a  pity  it  is  that  the  average  man-in-the-street  does  not 
even  know  that  the  Inspectors  carry  out  this  work  on  his  behalf. 

The  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958 

The  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958 


Carcases  Received,  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

6,091 

954 

272 

19,035 

14,255 

Number  Inspected 

6,091 

954 

272 

19,035 

14,255 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

1 

6 

10 

30 

Portions  of  carcases  with 
Organs  ... 

21 

6 

2 

9 

76 

Organs  only 

1,115 

441 

— 

443 

1,183 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis 

18.65 

46.96 

2.94 

2.24 

9.04 

Tuberculosis  Only. 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Portions  of  carcases  with 
Organs  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

275 

Organs  only 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Percentage  of  the  Number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

0.05 

2.06 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned — 15  tons  3  cwts.  104  lbs. 
Cysticercus  Bovis  was  found  in  15  animals. 
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Unfit  Food 

Certificates  were  issued  confirming  the  unfitness  of  foods 
reported  to  the  Department  by  Provision  Merchants  in  the  town. 

The  items  were  : — 

466  tins  of  fruit  ;  134  tins  of  tomatoes  ;  6  tins  of 
vegetables  ;  28  tins  of  beans  ;  5  tins  of  rice  ;  128  tins  of  fish  ; 
482  tins  of  meat  ;  17  tins  of  soup  ;  26  tins  of  evaporated  milk  ; 
3  tins  of  cream  ;  13  jars  of  chicken  fillets  ;  20  packets  of 

frankfurters  ;  43  packets  of  steaklets  ;  4  packets  of  beef¬ 
burgers  ;  7  jars  of  crab  ;  7  packets  of  buttered  kippers  ;  19 
packets  of  frozen  chips  ;  6  packets  of  brocolli  ;  3  packets  of 
cheeseburgers  ;  61  packets  of  fish  fingers  ;  16  packets  of  puff 
pastry  ;  5  packets  of  Yorkshire  pudding  ;  24  packets  of 
breakfast  cereal  ;  10  packets  of  raspberries  ;  28  packets  of 

spinach  ;  16  packets  of  mousse  ;  10  packets  of  shortcrust 

pastry  ;  66  packets  of  frozen  beans  ;  2  cartons  of  ice  cream  ; 
37  cartons  of  croquettes  ;  1  tin  of  asparagus  ;  5  tins  of  rice 
pudding  ;  79  tins  of  peas  ;  8  tins  of  sweet  corn  ;  1  doughnut  ; 
3  jars  of  beetroot  ;  34  pies  ;  68  sacks  of  potatoes  ;  1,923 

bottles  of  orange  juice  ;  4  lbs.  jam  ;  43  lbs.  of  cheese  ;  192  lbs. 
bacon  ;  99  lbs.  of  tongue  ;  lbs.  cooking  fat  ;  151  lbs.  pork 
loin  ;  6  lbs.  carrots  ;  20|  lbs.  jellied  veal  ;  46  lbs.  fish  ; 

671  lbs.  cooked  ham  ;  17  lbs.  sausage  ;  3^  lbs.  shoulder  ham. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1960 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1960 

No.  of  persons  issued  with  Dealer’s  Licence  for  the  sale  of 

Tuberculin  Tested  Raw  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1960 

No.  of  persons  issued  with  Dealer’s  Licence  for  the  sale  of 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

No.  of  persons  issued  with  Dealer’s  Licence  for  the  sale  of 

Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

No.  of  persons  issued  with  Dealer’s  Licence  for  the  sale  of 

designated  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)  ...  24 

Sampling  of  Milk 

During  the  year  samples  of  the  various  milks  were  regularly 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  testing  for  adulteration  or 
deficiencies,  and  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for 
bacteriological  examination. 
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Designation 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis 

Methylene 

Blue 

Test 

factory 

Phospha¬ 

tase 

Test 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . 

21 

18 

3 

_ 

1 

_ 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  ... 

21 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised  ... 

24 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

23 

23 

— 

— 

3 

— 

89 

86 

3 

— 

4 

— 

The  milk  samples  submitted  for  Chemical  Analysis  are  as 
follows  : — 

57j^amples  of  milk,  none  of  which  proved  to  be  under  the 
required  standard. 

Submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  vStafford, 
for  bacteriological  test  were  ; — 

89  samples  submitted,  of  which  3  failed  the  methylene 
blue  test. 


NUMBER 

RETAILERS  OF  RAW  MILK 

Milk  from  own  cows  ... 

3 

Milk  from  cows  of  other  producers 

5 

RETAILERS  OF  HEAT  TREATED  MILK 

Retailers  receiving  milk  from  licensed  Pasteurising  Plant 

which  is  within  the  Borough 

Nil 

Retailers  receiving  milk  from  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised 

Plants  outside  the  Borough 

36 

ICE  CREAM 

SAMPLING 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

39 

11 

2 

3 
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SAMPLING  OF  OTHER  FOODS 


Samples  of  various  foods  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
during  1963,  who  has  given  the  following  report  : — 

44  samples  were  submitted  for  Chemical  Analysis  : — 

Creamed  Mushrooms  (1)  ;  Oxtail  Soup  (1)  ;  Tea  (1)  ; 
Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding  (2)  ;  Peanut  Butter  (1)  ;  Black 
Currants  (1)  ;  Sponge  Mix  (2)  ;  Minced  Chicken  in  Jelly  (1)  ; 
Stewed  Steak  in  Gravy  (1)  ;  Fritter  Mixture  (1)  ;  Horse 
Radish  Sauce  (2)  ;  Ground  Nutmeg  (2)  ;  White  Pepper  (1)  ; 
Grated  Italian  Cheese  (1)  ;  Butter  (3)  ;  Pure  Lard  ^1)  ; 
Lemonade  Shandy  (1)  ;  Ground  Almonds  (1)  ;  Malt  Vinegar 
(1)  ;  Corned  Beef  (1)  ;  Coffee  (1)  ;  Strawberry  Jam  (1)  ; 
Minced  Beef  and  Gravy  (1)  ;  Lemon  Curd  (1)  ;  Mincemeat 
(1)  ;  Rice  Pudding  (1)  ;  Brown  Bread  Mix  (1)  ;  Cheese  (1)  ; 
Orange  Drink  (1)  ;  Cream  (1)  ;  Barbados  Sugar  (1)  ;  Instant 
Chocolate  (1);  Steamed  Pudding  Mixture  (1)  ;  Pure  Fat  (1)  ; 
Marzipan  fl)  ;  Pure  Honey  (1)  ;  Coffee  with  Chicory  (1)  ; 
Fruit  Sauce  (1). 
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